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Irish Village vision boosted 


by pilot project 


he years separating past and 
present in Erinsville, Ontario 
(pop. 250) have come full circle. 


When settler John Murphy arrived in 
this area north of Napanee in 1853, he 
envisioned a community that would 
mirror a thriving Irish village, 
complete with thick-walled, white- 
washed cottages with quaint windows 
and doors. 


While the Irish spirit of the commu- 
nity prospered — even after Murphy’s 
death — the idyllic buildings never 
came to be. 


Almost 150 years later, however, a 
dedicated community group has 
revived Murphy’s dream — with a 
modern twist and an environmental 


message. 


Led by its originator, Father Brian 


Hart, 


and partly funded by the 


Canadian Rural Partnership’s Pilot 
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Project Initiative, it has taken the shape 
of a workers’ cooperative project 
known as the Irish Village. 


According to Project Development 
Coordinator, Steve Alls, the plan is to 
create a small village within Erinsville 
consisting of buildings representing 
Irish homes and shops. Within each 
home would be kiosks for local people 
to sell their art, crafts, and wares. 


The village will add a modern twist. 
Construction will include use of 
renewable energy technologies (solar 
panels), and eco-friendly sewage and 
wastewater treatment methods. 


Alls wants the project to set a 
precedent for future environmental 
construction in Canada and become a 
learning centre for schools, residents 
and other interested groups. 


But it’s also about jobs. 


“An important element of this,” says 
Alls, “is making jobs for local people. 
The Village would be somewhere rural 
residents can work instead of driving 
to Kingston or Belleville every day.” 


The Village took its first step last 
summer by hosting a marketplace 
event. Local residents were invited to 
the grounds behind the Erinsville 
Church where they could sell their 
crafts to visitors. Alls says the market 
was very successful and reveals what 
can be done when community 
members work together. 


The exact location for the permanent 
village, however, is still undecided. 
It was the hope of Irish Village organizers 
to build upon their marketplace success 
on the land behind the church. However, 
a local farmer has indicated he wants to 
establish a hog operation nearby. 


The farm — which is still under 
review by the municipal government 


www.rural.gc.ca 


by Brent Kerrigan 


— has led to fears by organizers that 
it may keep tourists away. If the 
Village cannot be built behind the 
church, says Alls, another location will 
have to be found — possibly not in 
Erinsville. 


Another problem facing the organizers 
is that, like many other rural commu- 
nities, it’s hard to rally everybody in 
the community around an idea. 


“It’s really hard for a project like this 
to succeed,” says Alls. “A lot of people 
like to stand back and see if it fails. 
There’s that sort of attitude out there. 
But then there’s the rest of the popu- 
lation that wants to see positive things 
happen. They see an economic down- 
turn and want to get involved and help 
their community.” 


Alls, however, is confident the Irish 
Village will be a success. 


“T have no doubt that the best practices 
report on this project is going to be of 
great benefit for other rural commu- 
nities once we are done,” he says. 


Alls says Erinsville has excellent 
potential for growth because of its 
reputation as a cottage community. 
Retired people have already begun 
moving into the area. = 


Behind Project Development Coordinator 
Steve Alls is the area where last year’s 
Trish Village Market became a success. 
With pilot project funding, Alls hopes to 
soon see a permanent Irish Village 
established. 


® 
Erinsville 


FOR MORE INFORMATION 


PLEASE CONTACT STEVE ALLS AT 
(613) 379-9988 OR IRISHVILL@CANOEMAIL.COM 


Now reaching more Canadians! 


The Rural Times is pleased to announce that, beginning with the 
Winter /Spring 2002 edition, it will be changing both its look and circu- 
lation. This move to reach more rural and remote Canadians will increase 
overall distribution from 20,000 to 36,000 copies. 


The costs involved in this increase will be absorbed through the process 
of printing the Times on newsprint instead of the current format. 


This increase fulfils a commitment made by the Secretary of State (Rural 
Development) Andy Mitchell to The Rural Times Advisory Group earlier 
this year as part of an ongoing rural dialogue with rural and remote 
Canadians. 


Inside This Issue — Fire season is over, but not forgotten. Read how 
this year’s northern firefighters battled nature’s forces, see story on page 6 
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As three million Canadians know very well, there are many advantages 
to living in rural and remote areas of Canada, but easy access to informa- 
tion isn’t one of them. 


In fact, this has repeatedly come up as a key issue for people in rural and 
remote communities. They want improved access to information on 
government programs and services — information such as what 
programs exist, who is eligible and how to apply for them. The federal 
government, as part of its commitment to rural and remote Canadians, is 
acting on a number of fronts to address the issue. 


One of the new tools we’ ve come up with is the Pocket Directory of 
Rural Programs and Services. The Pocket Directory lists basic informa- 
tion on almost 200 federal programs and services and provides telephone 
numbers and Internet addresses where you can get more detailed infor- 
mation on every one of them. And, as the name implies, it will fit easily 
into your back pocket. 


Reaching people in rural and remote areas of Canada is the cornerstone 
of the Canadian Rural Partnership. This pocket directory reinforces the 
commitment of the Government of Canada to ensure that Canadians in 
rural and remote areas of the country have easy access to public 
programs and services. 


To make it easier to use, programs and services are not listed by depart- 
ment, but under themes — Key Contacts for Government of Canada 
Information; Information for Business; Information for People; and 


Special Information related to safety, customs and tax services, as well as _ 


international travel. Within each section, national programs are listed 
first, followed by programs tailored to a particular region. 


Rural Thoughts by Andy Mitchell, Secretary of State for Rural Development 


New publication delivers information 
to rural and remote Canadians 


While the Pocket Directory can only give an outline for each program or 
service, it can point you in the right direction, so you can get more details 
on the Internet. The government is continuing to work towards putting all 
its services on-line by 2004. If you don’t have the Internet at home or the 
office, it’s worth bearing in mind that free public access to the “net” is 
available at many schools, libraries, employment centres and through the 
Community Access Program sites located in many communities in rural 
and remote Canada. 


Roughly 50,000 copies of the directory are being made available at 
various locations, such as local fairs where Government of Canada rural 
exhibits are set up, at rural Service Canada locations and through a 
number of Web sites, including www.rural.gc.ca. You can also call toll- 
free, 1 800 O-Canada (1 800 662-6232) or 1 888 781-2222 for a copy. 


Of course, information in the booklet is bound to change over time and 
we will consider publishing updates from time to time. In the mean time, 
to keep it as current as possible, we will be constantly updating the 
Internet version. = 


If you have any comments on this column, or any other topics you would 
like to see addressed, please don’t hesitate to contact me at: 
SecretaryOfStateRural @em.agr.ca 


Or you can write to me at: 
Andy Mitchell, Secretary of State for Rural Development 
Sir John Carling Building 
930 Carling Avenue, Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0C5 


In each edition, The Rural Times will feature a quick look at a rural or remote Canadian community. 
This edition we travel to Fort Chipewyan, Alberta. 


Our rural and remote heritage 


by Brent Kerrigan 


Fort Chipewyan, Alberta 
Location: Lat. 58, Lon. 110 
Population: 1,700 [Source: 1996 Census of Canada] 


Rural and 
ba 
Canada OE, 


| ‘ort Chipewyan, a picturesque 
hamlet on the west end of Lake 


Athabasca, is Alberta’s oldest settle- 
ment. It was established as a North 
West Company fur trading post in 
1788. 


Fort Chipewyan moved to its 
present site in 1804 in order to 
facilitate trade with the 
Chipewyan people, following 
visits from explorer Alexander 
Mackenzie and fur trader 
Roderick Mackenzie. 


Today, it still isn’t easy to get to 
Fort Chipewyan. In the summer, 
the only way to get there is by 
plane or boat. In the winter, an ice 
road is created and can be driven 
from Fort McMurray following 


The Rural Times, page 2 


freeze-up. An additional ice road 
goes north, crossing the Peace 
River and into the Northwest 
Territories. 


There are many attractions in the 
town, including an excellent 
museum, a recreation centre and 
an outstanding view of Lake 
Athabasca. The Lake is extremely 
popular for fishing and attracts 
numerous tourists. 


Within the town is an old sundial, 
which has not lost a minute in 
years. The area is also rich in 
rustic outdoor adventure oppor- 
tunities, along with an impressive 
winter carnival boasting of sled 
dog races, “blind” snowmobiling 
and a community feast. 


Fort Chipewyan is Alberta’s oldest community. 


Photo by Brent Kerrigan 


The community is still populated 
by descendants of its oldest 
community Aboriginal peoples, 
the Athabasca Cree and 
Chipewyan. Many of these resi- 
dents have continued practicing 
traditional lifestyles. = 


ON FORT CHIPEWYAN, PLEASE CALL: 
THE GOVERNMENT OF ALBERTA 
(708) 427-2711 

WWW.GOV.AB.CA 
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Grande Prairie, Alberta 


Fighting HIV with music 


by Terry McConnell 


Brenda Moore believes she knows why kids in the Grande 
Prairie region of northern Alberta didn’t know about the 
danger of HIV, AIDS and Hepatitis C. 


It’s because nobody had their attention. 


oore, executive director of the 

HIV North Society, says her 
revelation came when a traveling 
display warning of the dangers of HIV 
came to Grande Prairie and was set up 
in the local mall. 


“All the displays were done really well, 
with good information and interactive 
components,” recalls Moore. “But the 
youth didn’t stop and say ‘hey, what’s 
going on’?” 


Lesson learned. Good intentions and 
flashy gimmicks weren’t going to make 
the kids safer. 


Moore and the board members of HIV 
North Society then came up with an 
idea they believed would work. And 
with the assistance of the Canadian 


Rural Partnership in conjunction with 
Health Canada, they had their chance 


to prove it. 


Their solution was music 


This spring, music and_ theater 
converged in 41 junior and senior high 


of 


ditor’s Note 


Pn 


schools throughout northwestern 
Alberta, driven by a Saskatoon 
a-cappella band called Streetnix. The 
main message of the event was deliv- 
ered courtesy of a Grande Prairie 
woman, Marlo Cottrell, who is both 
HIV positive and has contracted 
Hepatitis C. 


The interactive event encouraged youth 
to contribute to the lyrics of their songs. 
In turn, the youth came up with the 
‘Should I Wear Pants Today?’ theme 
(a line from one of their songs). It 
quickly caught on. 


Moore says the event was a success, 
adding the theme highlights the fact 
that youth have numerous choices to 
make in life. 


“The whole presentation revolves 
around choices,” she says. “There are 
all kinds of choices to make, some will 
have really great consequences and 
some won't.” 


Moore now reports the HIV North 
Society has delivered the music and 


Volunteers are integral to the well-being of Ye 
rural and remote communities throughout VV y 
Canada. Without them, many of the programs NS. Y 
and services we all enjoy would not exist. = 


© Grande Prairie 


message to nearly 8,000 students and 
teachers throughout the Mistahia and 
Peace Health regions in Alberta. 


Preliminary evaluation of the project 
shows that over 97 per cent of respon- 
dents said they had a better 
understanding of HIV and Hepatitis C; 
and 96 per cent said the information 
was important to them. 


The project was supported by the 
Canadian Rural Partnership, Health 
Canada, the Alberta Community HIV 
Fund, and Ansel Canada, makers of 
Lifestyle prophylactics. 


The Canadian Rural Partnership 
contributed $25,000 to the HIV North 
Society’s initiative to help ensure kids 
get the message. = 


International Year 


of Volunteers 


Just imagine: no more Saturday morning baseball and Tuesday night soccer; no more craft sales; no more 
committee boards or festival days. Say goodbye to volunteer-driven groups such as 4-H. 


Thankfully, most rural and remote Canadians contribute in many spectacular ways to make these popular programs 
run efficiently, often without fanfare for their important contributions. In this, the International Year of the 
Volunteer, the Rural Times would like to recognize some of these individuals and groups. We are encouraging our 
readers to write to us and describe the volunteers who enhance their communities. 


Although we would love to publish all the stories (please send us a picture of the volunteer as well!), space 
restraints mean that only a few will be selected for publication in our next issue. We will, however, keep the stories 
and feature as many as we can in our new “Rural and Remote Heroes” section. 


Meanwhile, why not give volunteering a try? From children to seniors and from food banks to festivals, the oppor- 
tunities are endless. Through their work, volunteers are an important force behind all successful communities. 


Ve Brent Kerrigan 


Thank you, 


www.rural.ge.ca 


NEWSLETTER 
ADVISORY 
GROUP MEMBERS 


Marc Topola 

Box 1210 

Assiniboia, Saskatchewan 
SOH OBO 

(306) 642-5599 

E-mail address: 
mtopola_prc @qlo.com 


Christine Black 

1 Stone Road 

Ath Floor 

Guelph, Ontario 
NIG 4Y2 

(519) 826-4128 
E-mail address: 
cblack @torc.on.ca 


Susan Felsberg 
General Delivery 
Mud Lake, Labrador 
AOP 1KO 

(709) 896-5947 


Ishbel Munro 

Coastal Communities 
Network 

PO. Box 1613 

Pictou, Nova Scotia 

BOK 1HO 

(902) 379-2688 

E-mail address: 

coastalnet @ns.sympatico.ca 


MAKE YOUR RURAL 
VOICES HEARD! 


Rural communities are filled 
with valuable information, 
stories, legends, quirks and 
characters, and we at The 
Rural Times, want to ensure 
all voices are heard and 
stories are told. Therefore, 
we are calling on rural 
Canadians from across the 
country to join our 
Newsletter Advisory Group. 
Membership is voluntary 
and will only require partici- 
pation in one conference-call 
meeting per month. 
Volunteers should have a 
good understanding of rural 
issues that happen in their 
community, province or 
territory, and be ready to 
suggest great story ideas that 
reflect rural life. 


Join the rural team! 
For more information, 
contact: 


Brent Kerrigan 
Newsletter 
Coordinator/Editor 
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Roblin, Carman, Rosenort, Manitoba 


Manitoba tea rooms offer well- 
steeped tradition with a twist 


by Avery Ascher 


Only in southern Manitoba, 
you say? Pity. 


(Oe in southern Manitoba are 
you likely to find Earl Grey 
comfortably sharing table space with 
schnetki, baking powder biscuits in 
the Mennonite tradition. 


Prairie influences are imbuing the tea 
room experience in this part of Canada 
with a distinct flavour. 


Rose Lane Tea House 

You'll find schnetki at the Rose Lane 
Tea House in Rosenort, about a half- 
hour’s drive south of Winnipeg. 
A Victorian atmosphere graces the 
90-year-old farmhouse built by the 
grandfather of one of Rose Lane’s 
co-managers, Glenn Gossen. 


A loyal local clientele, together with 
bus tours and other tourist traffic, keep 
the business operated by Glenn and 
Myrna Gossen and Phyllis Rempel 
open year-round. Patrons come for the 
freshly-baked multigrain bread, fruit 
pies, soups and daily specials such as 
cottage cheese perogies and sausage 
(again reflecting the Mennonite 
influence). Catering, antiques and 


handcrafted items for sale add signif- 
icantly to the business. 


Rempel and the Gossens are thrilled 
to play a part in ensuring that one of 
the oldest buildings in Rosenort 
remains a ‘living’ building. “Visitors 
come who grew up in the area and 
their friends had owned the house, and 
they remembered spending nights 
here,” says Rempel. 


Abigail’s At The Station 
Community and family heritage also 
meet at Abigail’s At The Station in 
Roblin, tucked just inside Manitoba’s 
western border. Housed in a Class 3 
Canadian National Railway station, 
many of the original features such as 
nine-pane windows, coal shed, and 
freight sheds remain as originally 
situated. 


“It is not uncommon for us to hear 
how ancestors first arrived to our area 
on the train,” explains Abigail’s owner, 
Gail Davis. “We are also told of how 
everyone went to the station every 
Saturday night to hear the news of the 
day. This is how people received their 
mail, shipped and received their 
produce and travelled to and from the 
rest of the world.” 


In addition to the regular daily 
soup/sandwich special, salads, wraps, 
biscuits with homemade jam and 
cheesecakes, Abigail’s also sells 
souvlaki, station dogs, gyros and ice 
cream during the summer from The 
Station Wagon, a converted 1957 
delivery van. At Abigail’s you'll also 
find a gift shop featuring local crafts 
and the Roblin Visitor Information 
Centre? 


Walnut Street Tea Room 

Next stop: Carman. Carman is on 
a CN line too, less than an hour 
southwest of Winnipeg by car. Visit 
The Walnut Street Tea Room, Gift 
Shop and Bed & Breakfast where, 
at the right time of day, coloured 
light pours from the stained glass 
windows in this 110-year-old former 
Presbyterian church. On the walls 
of the hallway and sanctuary hang 
works of local artists. 


“Tt wasn’t hard to fall in love with the 
place,” says Faye McEachern, who 
owns the business together with sisters 
Barbara McEachern and Sandi 
Richardson. 


A menu featuring at least 30 teas, 
Devonshire-style clotted cream, 


luncheon special, homemade soup, 
pies and butter tarts is complemented 
by a versatile catering business that 
doesn’t blink at fixing turkey with all 
the trimmings for 47 people. 


The Walnut Street Tea Room enjoys 
a reciprocal business arrangement with 
nurseries and greenhouses in the area 
— they send customers over to the tea 
room, which happily returns the 
favour. “I think close to 80 per cent of 
our business is from out of town,” 
Faye McEachern estimates. 


So have a cuppa — and take your 


time. Tea rooms in southern Manitoba 
are the antithesis of today’s fast food 
culture, and that’s just fine with their 
devotees. 


‘People like to be treated special and 
they like a special atmosphere,” says 
Gail Davis. “I think there’s a troupe 
out there looking for unusual places 
they can tell their friends about.” — 


r 
Roblin 
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LOOK WHAT LANDED! 


The Rural Times ts looking for photos of those 
strange and wonderful monuments greeting 
visitors to places throughout rural and remote 
Canada. Our first submission is from Moonbeam, 
Ontario (pop 1,170), located southeast of 
Kapuskasing, Ontario, in the Cochrane District. 
This picturesque community received its name in 
1913 when a splash of moonlight was observed in 
Moonbeam Creek. Many thanks to the photogra- 


pher, Brian Atkinson. 


If you have a photo to submit, please send it to The 
Rural Times. Our address can be found in the 
center of this month’s newsletter. We welcome both 
digital and traditional printed pictures! 
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Whitney Pier, Nova Scotia 


Women get online in Nova Scotia 


by Elizabeth Haggart 


Reprinted from Costal Communities 
News, Volume 6, Issue 3 


hen Alice Evans’ sister Edith 

told her about Women Online 
computer training in their home town 
of Whitney Pier, Cape Breton, she was 
immediately intrigued. Alice, 70, and 
Edith, 80, signed up for an introduc- 
tory class. After one session with 
instructor Wendi Nearing, Alice could 
hardly wait for the next one. 


“T was so excited,” says Alice. “I love 
it. It’s fascinating. The things you can 
do with a computer!” Alice progressed 
from learning basic computer skills to 
using the Internet and e-mail. Now she 
has her own “Hotmail” account and 
sends e-mail to her daughter in the 
Cayman Islands. 


Alice and Edith are just two of more 
than 230 Nova Scotia women of all 
ages who’ ve received free computer 
training since Women Online began 
in October 2000. A program of the 
Women’s Community Economic 
Development Network, Women 
Online operates in Cape Breton, 


Antigonish and Annapolis Counties. 
The Network is also working to 
expand Women Online to Shelburne 
County and rural Halifax. 


Classes are held at Community Access 
Program (CAP) sites at times conve- 
nient to women. The sessions are 
short, fun and free of charge. Topics 
range from basic computer skills to 
complex applications such as Power 
Point. Classes are small — no more 
than five people at a time — an 
attempt to keep the atmosphere 
informal and comfortable. And for 
those needing help with childcare, 
elder care or transportation to get to 
the sessions, subsidies are available. 


“The idea for Women Online came 
from women themselves,” says 
Doreen Parsons, provincial coordi- 
nator of the Women’s CED Network. 
“Through the Network, women told 
us that they wanted to learn about 
computers but were having difficulty 
accessing affordable training,” she 
explains. “We also learned that there 
were young women living in rural 
communities who had excellent 
computer skills but who needed jobs 


and experience. So we decided to take 
advantage of the public access sites in 
many communities and get women 
Online.” 


The Women’s CED Network received 
funding from the Canadian Rural 
Partnership Pilot Projects Initiative 
and Industry Canada to get the project 
underway. They hired three young 
women, provided them with training 
in adult education, developed a 
manual and put the word out. Since 
the program was launched in October, 
the response has been overwhelming. 


By early November in Cape Breton 
County, instructor Wendi Nearing had 
filled all her classes with a waiting list 
of 150. Originally employed part-time, 
Nearing now works full-time on the 
project, offering sessions five days a 
week. She’s still booked a month-and- 
a-half in advance. 


“The need for computer training in 
Cape Breton is unbelievable,” she 
says. “With such a poor economy, 
people can’t afford to pay to upgrade 
or even obtain computer skills. 
We have people signing up every 
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week — and we’ve only one had one 
ad in the Cape Breton Post.” 


“It’s very rewarding. I feel like I’m 
accomplishing something when the 
women tell me that they’ ve tried and 
succeeded at doing things with the 
computer when they’re on their own. 
It’s wonderful to see the excitement 
and disbelief when they’ ve accom- 
plished something.” 


As for the next generation of Cape 
Breton women, Nearing is already 
having an impact. “My daughter has 
been using computers since she was 
a year-and-a-half. I know she will be 
computer literate,” she says. 


“The other day she asked me to down- 
load a song for her. Did I mention she 
just turned three?” « Lge NS 


FOR MORE INFORMATION 


FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE 
WOMEN’S CED NETWORK PLEASE 60 10 
WWW.WOMENSCEDNET.NS.CA OR CONTACT 
DOREEN PARSONS AT (902) 857-1061 


What did you think of this issue of The Rural Times? rauwinter issue 2001 | 


Share your thoughts with The Rural Times by completing this survey and returning it by fax: 1 800 884-9899, or by mail to: 
Newsletter Coordinator, Rural Secretariat, Room E-139, Sir John Carling Building, 930 Carling Avenue, Ottawa, Ontario, K1A OCS. 


Overall, the articles were: ® too long too short ® a good mixture of both 
The articles were: @ interesting acceptable @ boring 
The design was: @ appealing ® ordinary B dull 


What I liked best about this issue: 


What I liked least about this issue: 


I suggest the following article for an upcoming issue: 


Comments: 


Name & address: Phone: 


Yes, I would like to be placed on The Rural Times mailing list to receive future issues. 

No, I would not like to be placed on The Rural Times mailing list to receive future issues. 

® | ama private individual. 

@ I work for the government (federal, provincial, territorial or municipal), corporation, organization, agency, or industry. 


Privacy Statement: The collection of addresses for The Rural Times mailing list is for The Rural Times newsletter purposes only. 


I would like to receive more information about the Rural Secretariat and its programs. 


Privacy Statement: The information is required by the Rural Secretariat, Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada for the purpose of determining interest in participating in activities or receiving information on items affecting rural 
Canadians (e.g. receiving The Rural Times newsletter, attending Rural Dialogue Conferences, etc.) 


I would like to receive more information about the Government of Canada Rural Initiatives. 
@ Yes, I would like to be placed/kept on the Rural Dialogue mailing list to receive future rural documents/publications. | 
® No, I would not like to be placed/kept on the Rural Dialogue mailing list to receive future rural documents/publications. 

@ | am a private individual. 

®@ | work for the government (federal, provincial, territorial or municipal), corporation, organization, agency, or industry. 


Privacy Statement: The information is required by the Rural Secretariat, Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada for the purpose of determining interest in participating in activities and/or receiving information on items affecting rural 
Canadians (e.g. receiving The Rural Times newsletter, attending Rural Dialogue Sessions, etc.) The information will be protected under the provisions of the Privacy Act and will be stored in Personal Information Banks 
AAFC/PPU-301,302, and 303. Some information may be accessible or protected as required under the provisions of the Access to Information Act 
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| fe 3 p.m. on a hot day in mid- 
summer, and the heat is rising in 
waves off the streets and sidewalks in 
Fort Smith, Northwest Territories. 


To the west, above the mass of conif- 
erous forest, thunderheads are visible 
in the distance, growing higher and 
rolling towards town. Flash lightning 
brightens the underbelly of the dark 
clouds, followed by the low rumble 
of distant thunder. A slight breeze 
lightens the humid air. 


It’s forest fire season in the North, and 
the fire management centre at Wood 
Buffalo National Park is a hive of 
activity, anticipating the start of a new 
batch of forest fires with the 
approaching lightning storm. 


Headquartered in Fort Smith, Wood 
Buffalo is Canada’s largest national 
park, covering 44,807 km’ and strad- 


fires appropriately with limited 
suppression.” 


This means fires are permitted to burn 
and fulfill their natural role in the 
park’s ecosystem, unless there are 
“values” at risk. Values include high- 
ways and cabins belonging to trappers 
in the park. 


“In an ideal situation, if there were no 
values in the park, the fire would just 
be allowed to start and burn without 
any monitoring,” Malcolm says. 
“However, because we do have values, 
managing that becomes a little more 
difficult.” 


The park deals with anywhere 
between seven and 100 forest fires 
every year, although most summers 
average between 30 and 50. The fire 
centre employs about 50 people and 
operates on an annual budget of $1.8 


Crew #7 at the Pine Lake Fire Management Camp in Wood Buffalo National Park, 
from left: Shawn Cardinal, Vern Rowe and crew leader James Piche. 


dling the Alberta — NWT border. The 
boreal forest that blankets much of the 
park consists of mainly white and 
black spruce, jack pine and balsam fir 
— ideal fuel for the hungry forest fires 
that burn in the park every summer. 


Summer lightning storms cause most 
forest fires in the park, so the fire 
season generally lasts the length of the 
summer, May 15th to August 15th. 


Steve Malcolm, the senior fire 
management officer for Wood Buffalo, 
says that when it comes to dealing 
with forest fires, the park’s policy for 
the past 10 years has been to “manage 


Fort Smith 
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million, which covers two contracted 
intermediate helicopters and seven 
three-person firefighting crews. 


When lightning strikes and ignites a 
fire in the park, several steps are taken 
before a fire crew 1s called to action. 


“When we get a fire in a remote area, 
what we do, first of all, is identify any 
values in that area,” he says. “Then 
we assess the weather, the short and 
long-term predictions, as well as 
assess the time of the year. If it’s near 
the end of the season, you can get 
away with a lot more than you 
normally could.” 


A northern water bomber demonstrates its fire-fighting abilities. 


Malcolm explains that at the begin- 
ning of the fire season, fires pose more 
of a threat to values because they have 
the potential to become larger. Toward 
the end of the season, the weather 
tends to co-operate and help control 
and extinguish fires. 


“Fire weather basically drives the 
whole program,” Malcolm says. “99.8 
per cent of all our fires are caused by 
lightning.” 


As well as identifying values and 
assessing weather conditions, the park 
also consults the people involved with 
any of the values at risk, such as trap- 
pers and cabin-owners. Fire history in 
the park also influences fire-fighting 
decisions, and the park has records of 
the larger fires that have burned since 
the turn of the twentieth century. 


“You're trying to look at history, and 
whether or not you’re going to 
compromise any values, and if you 
are, set up a plan with how to deal 
with it,” Malcolm says. 


The park has two response categories 
when it comes to responding to forest 
fires. The first category is known as 
‘modified response,’ and is the park’s 
preferred method of dealing with 
forest fires. Modified response 
involves monitoring the fire on a daily 
or every second day basis, to observe 
the fire’s growth and identify any 
changes in its burn pattern. 


“Tf I’m able to allow it to burn up to 
certain limits, I will, but we might 
suppress a flank to protect values,” 
Malcolm says. 


The second category is called ‘full 
response,’ which basically means that 


The officers of the Northwest Territories! fire management centre, from left: Bill 
Mawdsley, acting director of forest management; David Purchase, forest standards 
coordinator; and Frank Lepine, forest management specialist. 
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as soon as the fire starts, efforts are made 
to extinguish it as soon as possible. 


The Government of the Northwest 
Territories has a similar attitude and 
approach to fighting forest fires as 
Wood Buffalo National Park and Parks 
Canada. 


Operated under the Department of 
Resources, Wildlife and Economic 
Development (RWED), the territorial 
fire management centre is also located 
in Fort Smith, and is in the same 
building as the Wood Buffalo National 
Park fire centre. 


Bill Mawdsley, the acting director of 
forest management for the NWT, says 
the territorial fire centre uses both heli- 
copters and water bombers to monitor 
and suppress forest fires. They have 
five helicopters, one each based out 
of Fort Smith, Hay River, Fort 
Simpson, Yellowknife, and Norman 
Wells. The centre will base a heli- 
copter out of Inuvik as needed, but 
there is not one stationed there perma- 
nently. For fixed-wing, the centre has 
nine air tankers and seven birddog 
aircraft. 


The NWT is divided into five regions 
for forest fire management — the 
South Slave, encompassing the south- 
western part of the territory, including 
Fort Smith; the Deh Cho, covering the 
southeastern part of the territory; the 
North Slave, covering the area north 
and west of Great Slave Lake, 
including Yellowknife; the Sahtu, 
covering the area surrounding Great 
Bear Lake; and Inuvik, covering the 
northernmost part of the territory. 


Mawdsley says the South Slave and 
the North Slave are the territory’s 
heaviest fire areas. 


The Northwest Territories experiences 
about 320 fires annually, burning on 
average 600,000 hectares. The most 
fire activity the territory has seen in 
one summer was in 1989, when 613 
fires burned. However, 1994 holds the 
record for most land burned, with 
almost three million hectares burning 
that summer. 


The centre employs 375 firefighters 
in forest management and has an 
annual budget of $7.6 million for fire 
suppression. 


Forest fire management in the 
Northwest Territories used to be a 
federal responsibility, administered by 
the Department of Indian and 
Northern Affairs (DIAND). In the 
Yukon, DIAND still looks after forest 
fire management. 


Like Wood Buffalo National Park and 
the Northwest Territories, DIAND in 
the Yukon also considers forest fires 
to be a natural phenomenon and fires 
are permitted to burn as long as there 
are no values at risk. The average 
number of fires in the Yukon every 
summer is 169. = 
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From Africa to northern Canada 


life with helicopters 


hether it’s the one about 

being captured by Somali 
guerrillas or the one about trans- 
porting the president of Uganda 
around Africa, Bill Waugh has dozens 
of stories to tell after 40 years of flying 
helicopters. 


Waugh was in Canada this summer, 
piloting an intermediate helicopter for 
Parks Canada as part of the fire 
management team in Wood Buffalo 
National Park. The park straddles the 
border between northern Alberta and 
the Northwest Territories. 


Waugh, 66, was born and raised in 
Hamilton, Ont. He started flying heli- 
copters after he moved to the Yukon 
in the late 1950s. He started out as a 
pilot fighting forest fires, and in the 
early 1970s, he went overseas to work 
for aid agencies and oil companies. 


As a pilot and engineer, Waugh’s 
astounding experiences flying heli- 
copters include working for the United 
Nations to eradicate smallpox in 
Ethiopia, and working for oil compa- 
nies doing pipeline construction and 
seismic testing in Sudan and North 
and South Yemen. 


“In Uganda, we were working for the 
ministry of defence, flying the presi- 
dent of the country around,” Waugh 


Outstanding 


ave you met Hap and Edna 

Fitzpatrick? You may think you 
have when you read Out Standing in 
Their Field: The Rural Adventures of 
Hap & Edna. They could be any 
Canadian farming couple, but they 
happen to exist only in Bob Collins’ 
imagination. 


Short-listed for the 2001 Stephen 
Leacock Memorial Medal for 
Humour, Out Standing in Their Field 
offers a collection of fictional stories 
about life in rural Canada. This is the 
first book for Bob Collins, but Hap 
and Edna are no strangers to the 
printed page — they’ve appeared 
several times over the past few years 
in the column that Collins writes for 
Country Life in BC. 


Hap and Edna’s childhood memories 
of farm life are interwoven with their 
present-day experiences as a couple 
trying to make ends meet on their 
dairy farm. These snapshots of their 
lives include very funny accounts of 
Daffodil the calf and her nervous 
stomach, the “castigation” of bulls, 


asi pet Hi, 


in their field 


says. “I also had a couple of ‘vaca- 
tions’ with Somali guerrillas when we 
were doing the smallpox eradication 
program there.” 


That was in 1977, and his encounters 
with Somali guerrillas didn’t stop him 
from flying for other aid agencies in 
other parts of Africa. 


In 1988, he worked for the Red Cross 
in Eritrea, which used to be part of 
Ethiopia, spraying for locusts. 


He came back to Canada in 199] 
and he’s been here ever since, 
piloting helicopters to fight forest 
fires, and working for oil and gas 
companies. 


When it comes to piloting forest fire 
fighting missions, as with all flying 
expeditions, Waugh says safety is the 
number one priority. 


“It’s not a glamorous job,” he says. 
“A lot of people figure you’ re at risk, 
but in essence, safety comes first. You 
don’t compromise safety, ever. That’s 
probably why I'm still alive.” 


Today, Waugh spends the summer 
travelling the country doing helicopter 
work. In the winter, he lives with his 
family in Simcoe, Ont., and runs a 
small family restaurant and bar. 


and a Christmas Eve spent trying to 
artificially inseminate a cow. 


Collins deftly underscores the impor- 
tance of farmers, especially when Hap 
ponders his chosen vocation and how 
undervalued it seems to be. “The 
problem,” Hap decided, “was a matter 
of perspective. A week without food 
might cast the relative value of a 
farmer in a much brighter light.” 


Writing about farming isn’t much of 
a stretch for Collins — he and his wife, 
Ann, own a dairy 
farm in the Alberni 
Valley. But judging 
from the list of his 
other careers, he 
has plenty of extra 
material to draw 
from, should he ever 
feel inclined. Besides 
dairy farming, he’s 
a carpenter and the 
owner and operator of 
Arrowvale Riverside 
Cottages, situated on 
his 68-acre farm. 


The Rural Adventures 
of Hap ¢ Edna 


Bill Waugh stands by the machine 
that has brought him adventure — 
the helicoptor. 


“T used to work year-round, but now 
I only work six months of the year,” 
he says. 


Waugh is married and has two chil- 
dren, and he says his work can be hard 
on his family. 


“It’s not the greatest job for a family 
life,’ he says. “The problem with 
flying is, the people who’ ve been in 
it any length of time, it’s like a disease. 
You get into it, and you love it, and 
you sacrifice a couple of things.” 


Although he’s reached the age when 
most people retire, Waugh says he 


doesn’t know when, or if, he’ ll retire. 


“T’Il just take it day by day.” = 


by Jennifer Honeybourn 


With all of that going on, it’s amazing 
he finds the time to write at all. 


Out Standing in Their Field is great 
for those days when you could use a 
laugh. Fortunately, the laughter may 
not have to end with one book; Collins 
foresees a future in dairy farming for 
Hap and Edna and is looking to write 
another book about their adventures. 


So it’s quite possible you may meet 
Hap and Edna once again. = 


Out Standing in Their 
Field, The Rural 
Adventures of Hap & Edna 


Published by: 

Stone Pillow Press, 

RR # 3, Hector Rd. 

Port Alberni, B.C. V9Y 7L7 


Distributed by: 
Book Express 
ISBN 0-9688007-0-X 


Collins 
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What’s it like trying to find summer employment for youth in Flin Flon? 


How can helping young people sometimes involve guns in Saddle Lake? 


The Rural Times spoke with several community members heading youth 


programs across the country about stumbling blocks that are uniquely rural. 


Rural service providers 
operate youth programs 


despite barriers 


by Kyle Halsey 


Saddle Lake 


Castlegar 


Castlegar, British Columbia 


Director and co-founder Tammy 
Verigin-Burk is wrapping up another 
round of her six-week program 
Freedom Quest, a mobile drug and 
alcohol day treatment program for 
rural youth in southeast British 
Columbia. 


With 15 years experience working 
with high-risk youth, she created the 
program after seeing the consequences 
of referring youth to treatment 
programs in large cities such as 
Calgary and Vancouver. 


“Sending youth away 

for treatment has a 

very low success rate 

and in some ways 

we're just putting a 
band-aid on the situation, ” 
she says. 


Rural youth with addiction problems 
are often referred to a city, but parents 
may not be able to afford to visit their 
children, says Verigin-Burk. When 
youth return home, they find them- 
selves with nobody to lean on and 
their supports miles away. 
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Back at home base in Castlegar, B.C., 
Verigin-Burk admits the program has 
its disadvantages. 


“Transportation 1s an issue. Freedom 
Quest is a day treatment program and 
younger youth in smaller communi- 
ties can’t get to it.” 


Unfortunately, the program has only 
enough funds to visit Castlegar and 
two other close communities. 


But Verigin-Burk is quick to focus on 
solutions for her area, which has the 
highest drug use per capita in the 
province. 


“It’s important to remember there are 
many rural youth out using (drugs) — 
the long-term focus needs to be on 
creating a community prevention 
effort,” she says. 


“There needs to be more information 
and prevention work with parents. 
We need to learn...how to work 
with children before they start 
using...and educate parents on signs 
and symptoms of when their children 
are using.” 


Another priority for Verigin-Burk 
is finding funding for a residential 
treatment center in her area. Youth 
could stay up to three months for 
treatment and have access to follow- 
up support. 


“Tt’s the last piece of the puzge” she 
says. 


Flin Flon, Manitoba 


In the mining town of Flin Flon, 
Manitoba, there is work but the real 
issue is whether you’ ll work for it and 
if you can get to it. 


Bev Thurston is the officer in charge 
of the Summer Student Office and is 
frank about barriers facing the youth 
she serves. “Minimum wage (for 


Manitoba) is quite low — $6.25/h. If 


you’re a university student it just isn’t 
enough.” 


Transportation also plays a part for 
youth who are without vehicles or 
drivers’ licenses, says Katherine 
Wickins, a summer employment 
officer in charge of finding youth 
casual labour. She had a youth cancel 
a job that day because he couldn’t 
transport his lawnmower. 


“You can’t bring a lawnmower on the 
bus,” she says. 


Saddle Lake, Alberta 


It’s a balmy afternoon in Saddle Lake, 
Alberta. Trish Hunter has just finished 
running her Youth to Youth group 
meeting for 10 to 16-year-olds. 


Under the Boys and Girls Club 
umbrella, Youth to Youth group 
members pick a community problem 
and create a project to address it. 


Her first project aimed to address the 
town’s many stray dogs. 


“We drew public information posters 
and wrote letters to the Chief and 
Council but no response,” she says. 


Time passed and Hunter scrapped the 
idea of attacking the animal issue. 
Then, she says, Council members 
changed their minds. 


“A dog catcher was hired and 
was shooting the dogs with a rifle and 
a lot of people didn’t like that even 
after there had been attacks,” says 
Hunter. 


“You win, you lose.” 


So it seems facing everyday chal- 
lenges is nothing new to rural service 
providers — the good news is that 
these people continue to impact the 
lives of youth across the nation. It 
takes certain types of people to run 
youth programs, and their decisions 
are not always popular. 


Sometimes taking a stand is the only 
way to make change. They do what 
they can with what they have. Now 
that’s rural thinking. = 
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B.C. Dialogue session builds on vision 


by Kyle Halsey 


The Secretary of State for Rural Development, Andy Mitchell, addresses 
conference delegates in Vernon, British Columbia. 


Vee British Columbia was 
the setting for the Canadian Rural 
Partnership's Rural Communities, 
Rural Visions conference held 
April 27-28. It was part of the federal 
government’s commitment to continue 
the dialogue with its rural citizens on 
wide-ranging issues such as health 
concerns, community capacity 
building and economic diversification. 


Open discussions were set up to 
encourage organizations, citizens and 
government to share examples of tools, 
models and rural practices in order to 
lay foundations for new successful 
projects and other initiatives in British 
Columbia’s rural communities. 


British Columbia delegates said the con- 
ference satisfied their goals and objectives. 


Marjorie Greensides, Special Projects 
Coordinator for Community Futures 
Development Corporation of Mt. 
Waddington, says she attended the 
conference because she wanted to 
increase her knowledge of rural issues. 


“I felt the conference gave me the 
opportunity to expand my information 
base. It was also a great way to 
network and experience other perspec- 
tives,” she said. 


Brandon Hughes, responsible for the 
overall event coordination, says he 
was impressed with the hard work and 
energy of British Columbia’s dele- 
gates, pointing out he particularly 
enjoyed reading the participants’ 
conference evaluations. 


“It was gratifying people thought we 
did a good job,” he says. 


Hughes says the next step will include 
having conference organizers and 
government representatives meet to 
plan responses to the input gathered 
in Vernon. He also points out an initial 
report will be mailed to conference 


‘We are building tools...” 


delegates as soon as it’s available. An 
action plan is expected to follow soon 
after the report is released. 


Secretary of State (Rural Development) 
(Federal Economic Development 
Initiative for Northern Ontario) Andy 
Mitchell, told the the B.C. conference 
delegates that an ongoing dialogue 
between rural and remote Canadians 
was a Vital part in finding local solu- 
tions to local challenges. 


“We are building tools,” said Mitchell. 
“We are making sure that we give 
communities the opportunity to move 
forward with their plans. 


“The Rural Dialogue is a way of tying 
that all together, a way of making sure 
that it happens and a way of making 
sure that the ownership of rural devel- 
opment remains where it belongs — 
with rural Canadians and with our 
rural communities.” 


“You should never let any other level 
of government take ownership of it. 
It’s yours. It’s yours to drive your 
communities forward.” 


New study reveals rural shifts in migration 


by Peter Schnobb 


he migration of young people 

from rural communities in 
Canada has always been a cause of 
concern, and until recently, a phenom- 
enon never fully understood. 


There has always been a sense that 
most rural communities offered only 
limited opportunities for their youth, 
requiring them to leave for the city. 
Although there has been considerable 
study on migration patterns between 
provinces, little was known about 
their movement between rural and 
urban areas in Canada. 


A report commissioned by The Rural 
Secretariat of Agriculture and Agri- 
Food Canada, and the Atlantic Canada 
Opportunities Agency now sheds 
new light on this flight of youth to 
urban areas. Rural Youth: Stayers, 
Leavers and Return Migrants is a 
profile of these young people and their 
migrations. 


The following is a sample of the 
report’s main findings: 
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¢ At the national level, rural areas lose 
12-16 per cent of their population 
between 15-19 years of age to urban 
areas. 


e Although migration patterns affecting 
the 20-29 age group is more complex, 
the result is that the Atlantic 
provinces, Manitoba and Saskatche- 
wan are net losers of their rural 
population. 


Conversely, British Columbia, 
Alberta, Ontario and Quebec experi- 
enced a net gain of young people 
aged 15-29, whereas Newfoundland 
suffered the largest loss at 15 per cent. 


¢ High unemployment rates among 15- 
29 year olds, which range from 40 
per cent in Newfoundland to 11 per 
cent in Alberta, impact migration 
flows from rural communities. 


* The inclination of young people to 
move from their rural communities 
to urban centres varies according to 
the level of education. University 


graduates are 40-42 per cent more 
likely to migrate to the city as 
opposed to high school graduates at 
27-30 per cent. 


¢ Young people who move out of their 
rural community generally experi- 
ence higher earnings growth than 
their counterparts who stay. 


¢ Employed and mamied youth are unlikely 
to leave their rural communities. 


e At most, only one in four (25%) 
individuals return to their rural 


communities of origin 10 years later. 


Ling Lee, Manager of Rural Youth 
Research at the Rural Secretariat of 


FOR MORE INFORMATION 


Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada, 
says the study provides important 
information that will help find ways 
to slow the loss of youth from 
Canada’s rural communities. 


He says the next phase in the process 
is to analyze the information and offer 
advice on developing government 
policy to address the problem. 


The study was prepared by the 
Business and Labour Market Analysis 
Division of Statistics Canada. Data 
was assembled from the 1991 and 
199, Censuses, 1+ tax records 
between 1986 and 1997, and the 
Survey of Labour and Income 
Dynamics of 1993-1997. 


PLEASE WRITE: THE RURAL SECRETARIAT, AGRICULTURE AND AGRI-FOOD CANADA, SIR JOHN CARLING 
BUILDING, 930 CARLING AVENUE, ROOM 4112, OTTAWA, ONTARIO K1A OCS. OR TELEPHONE TOLL-FREE 
AT 1888 781-2222. THE STUDY CAN BE ACCESSED EITHER THROUGH THE WEB SITE OF STATISTICS CANADA 


OR THE RURAL SECRETARIAT. 
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University — one year later 


Editor’s note: Last winter, staff at The Rural Times solicited various high 


schools in Ontario and Atlantic Canada, looking for a student who would be 


leaving their rural community for the first time in order to pursue secondary 


education. We found Alana Lojeck, who was entering her first year of university 


at Dalhousie. She wrote about her expectations of university life (Winter 2001). 


Here is her description on how it all turned out — along with some sage advice. 


hen I first decided to embark 

upon my journey of higher 
learning, my goal was not simply to 
obtain a degree — though of course 
that was part of the plan — but to 
experience as much of life as possible 
while doing so. And my first year in 
university certainly provided vast 
experiences. It seems that what is truly 
enlightening about university 1s not 
the brilliance unfolding in the class- 
room but the lessons learned outside. 
Don’t get me wrong — I’m sure my 
intellect has been relatively stimulated 
this past year, but the “student 
lifestyle” has proven quite an educa- 
tional tool in itself. 


Therefore, with all of my new-found 
wisdom, I feel it’s my duty as a 
first-year survivor to pass along 
a few helpful hints to new 
students. Hopefully my experiences 
will enable some to avoid the common 
pitfalls that have plagued me; but, if 


More than 


hen Lucy Maud Montgomery 

wrote the novels that would 
turn a red-haired girl into an interna- 
tional phenomenon, she helped shape 
the culture of Prince Edward Island in 
ways that are still being felt today. 


But a new look at the arts and crafts 
of PEI women during the last 100 
years shows Montgomery was only 
one of many female artists who 
contributed to Island communities. 


First Hand: Arts, Crafts and Culture 
Created by PEI Women of the 20th 
Century captures on computer and 
book form, a collection of artistic 
achievements of Island women during 
the last 100 years — from humble 
potato baskets to oil painting exhibits 
and international best sellers. 


The collection, which began as a 
Millennium Project, was sponsored 
by the Canadian Rural Partnership’s 
Pilot Projects Initiative, Status 
of Women Canada and _ the 
Interministerial Women’s Secretariat. 
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my suspicions are correct, most will 
need to find these things out for 
themselves. Just don’t say that I didn’t 
warn you. 


One of the most problematic areas for 
many students is balancing school- 
work with a job and a social life 
(which, by the way, has the potential 
to develop greatly in such a diverse 
atmosphere as university). However, 
I found that allowing one’s self to miss 
a certain number of classes (depending 
of course on personal ethics and abil- 
ities) is a very effective measure in 
preventing the “I’m-too-stressed-to- 
study-better-party” syndrome. 


A weak spot of mine, and one that has 
ensnared many a promising student, 
is the folly of procrastination. Avoid 
it at all costs. Writing a term paper at 
3 a.m. when it’s due the following 
morning turns out to be less than 
enjoyable, as does cramming a whole 


Sandra Bentley of the Interministerial 
Women’s Secretariat says one of the 
project’s goals was to give today’s 
Island girls and women a deeper 
appreciation for the past. 


By documenting Island arts and crafts, 
she hopes the project will help 
preserve traditional skills so new 
generations can learn about them and 
introduce their own creative visions 
to keep those skills alive. 


“We wanted to make sure that Island 
women could see themselves in the 
project,” says Bentley. “We wanted 
something that was both rural and 
urban in nature and included the diver- 
sity of our different ethnic 
communities. We wanted to include 
the Acadian and the Aboriginal 
community.” 


The project was divided into sections 
covering six different art forms: basket 
weaving, quilting, rug-hooking, 
literary writing, visual arts, and 
photography. 


semester’s reading into one weekend 
of misery and exhaustion. 


If you choose to party (and parties are 
virtually inescapable with thousands 
of young people gathered together), 
proceed with caution. Try to save it 
for the weekend. Not what you were 
hoping to hear, I know, but early 
morning classes catch up with you. 
Especially when such gatherings 
encourage the partaking of certain 
indulgences. 


I’ve also learned that it really isn’t 
worth it to pack three people into a 
two-bedroom apartment, regardless of 
how economical it may be. There is 
never enough cupboard space, there 
are always dishes in the sink, and no 
one ever wants to claim whatever is 
rotting in the container in the back of 
the fridge. If you must share a place 
with other people, ensure that 
everyone has their own bedroom. And 


The first section describes native 
Mi’kmagq baskets, which were at first 
functional and later served as 
marketable goods which were sold to 
European settlers. The basket trade 
allowed women to earn money for 
their families at a time when tradi- 
tional native men’s roles were 
becoming more and more limited by 
the encroachment of settlers. 


The second section describing rug- 
hooking, includes profiles of Acadian 
women who hooked mats for the love 
of the craft, for the opportunity to 
teach the skill to others, or for a way 
to increase their buying power by 
trading their home-made mats for 
consumer goods which they could 
otherwise not afford. 


The literary section includes writers 
who were able to augment their family 
income with money earned from 
submissions to magazines and news- 
papers. L.M. Montgomery was the 
only female Island writer of the early 
20th century whose income from 


by Alana Lojeck 


write your name on all of your CDs. 
But if you can live in such close 
confines with your roommates for any 
lengthy duration of time and part on 
pleasant terms, that’s a true test of 
friendship. 


So with a lot of great memories but a 
distinct need for change, I headed back 
to my hometown with first-year credits 
in tow. With too many plans to fit into 
one summer, I’m going to make the 
most of my vacation, and enjoy every 
minute of this very welcome break. 
But whether working at my local job, 
fixing up a house in the valley, or trav- 
eling, I can reflect on my year at 
school and everything that went along 
with it with satisfaction. 


Next year will bring more adventures 
and more growth, and I’m looking 
forward to what lies ahead. = 


just Anne of Green Gables 


writing allowed her to support herself. 
The researchers found that Island 
women are proud of their forebears 
and enthusiastic about sharing their 
memories and souvenirs of the past. 


While working on the photography 
section, for example, as the researcher 
contacted one person after another, the 
word spread and pictures were dusted 
off, pulled off walls, found in closets, 
and generously offered to the project. 


The research was presented using a 
Web site, a CD-ROM, and in book 
form. The project will be distributed 
to libraries and community access 
centres across PEI. = 


FOR MORE INFORMATION 


PLEASE VISIT: 
WWW.GOV.PE.CA/FIRSTHAND/INDEX.PHP3 
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Prince Charles visits rural Saskatchewan 


There was much excitement in 
Assiniboia, Saskatchewan this 
year, when His Royal Highness, 
the Prince of Wales, toured the 
Prairie Rubber Corporation tire 
recycling facility as part of his 
royal tour of western Canada. 


The story of the Prince’s visit 
has been well documented by 
the national media. However, 
behind all the handshakes, 
official photos and smiles, 

The Rural Times wanted to 
find out what sort of work goes 
into a Royal Visit to a rural 
community. 


We found out it isn’t a 
simple process. 


¢ | Oe ae came together very 
quickly,” says Marc Topola, 
General Manager of Prairie Rubber 
Corporation, who is also a member of 
The Rural Times Advisory Board. 


Within four hours of hearing Prince 
Charles would be visiting Assiniboia, 
Saskatchewan, Topola said he was 
showing three representatives from 
the Royal Protocol Office around the 
“under construction” tire recycling 
factory located in the community. 


After the initial “dry run” in which the 
Royal Protocol Office representatives 
along with the RCMP mapped out the 
route and visited each location, Topola 
was advised there wouldn’t be enough 
time to fit the recycling facility into 
the Prince’s schedule. One week later 
however, it was back on the agenda 
and preparations for his visit began. 


The number one priority for Prairie 
Rubber was to have the building 
construction completed and the plant 
equipment in place. While it was not 
possible to have the plant totally oper- 
ational in such a short period of time, 
their goal was to have the tire shredder 
working so the Prince would have an 
opportunity to see and participate in 
the process. 


Security became a big issue. A guest 
list was prepared and only those on 
the list were allowed entry. The RCMP 
visited the location many times and 
were the first to arrive, dogs in tow, 
on the day of the Prince’s visit. The 
dogs checked out every inch of the 
building. 


Prairie Rubber had also been asked to 
have a room secured for the Prince’s 
use in case he wanted to relax for a 
few minutes before the tour. He was 
scheduled to arrive at Prairie Rubber’s 
site at 4:45 p.m. RCMP security offi- 
cers kept everyone informed of the 
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delayed schedule and when the Prince 
did arrive at approximately 5:15 p.m., 
staff and guests were standing by, 
refreshments were uncovered and tea 
was ready. 


Topola waited outside the main 
entrance with his wife Terrie, and were 
the first to greet Prince Charles. 


After a brief discussion and questions 
about the mobile tire shredder located 
outside, Marc and Terrie led the Prince 
inside the reception area. Introductions 
were made to a number of visiting and 
local representatives. 


According to Topola, Prince Charles 
was very interested in the short video 
presentation outlining the tire fire that 
took place in Hagarsville, Ontario just 
over a decade ago, and the history 
behind tire recycling in Ontario and 
Saskatchewan. 


When President Jim Anderson 
outlined the number of tire recycling 
plants owned by the Recovery 
Technologies Group of Companies, 
Prince Charles asked if there were 
plans to build a plant in the United 
Kingdom. Anderson assured him 
“there is now.” 


Hard hats, safety glasses and gloves 
were donned and Topola led the Prince 
and his entourage of 17 security, 
protocol and press representatives 
inside the plant area. Prairie Rubber 
personnel were situated at each station. 


The Prince chatted with the staff and 
was particularly interested in the oper- 
ation of the tire shredder, where he 
threw two passenger tires on to a 
conveyor belt and watched the two- 
inch tire chip shoot into the storage 
container. Topola explained that once 
the plant was operational the chip 
would go through the freezing process 
and be converted to a fine crumb, 
bagged and shipped out to markets 
across North America. Bagged product 
was available for the Prince to see 
first-hand what the plant was capable 
of producing. 


While Prince Charles was touring the 
remainder of the facility, local, 
national and international press were 
busy taking pictures from a designated 
area supervised by Prairie Rubber’s 
Plant Manager Ron Hordichuk. 
Numerous television, radio and news- 
paper interviews had been conducted 
with Topola in preparation of the 
event. 


Approximately 65 guests, including 
local shareholders, business contacts 
and family enjoyed refreshments and 
eagerly awaited an opportunity to see 
the Prince up close. Topola led Prince 
Charles to the back area where hard 
hats were collected and the guests 


were situated. He was shown to a 
display area of products made from 
recycled rubber. Topola presented 
Prince Charles with a gift to commem- 
orate his visit — a belt made from a 
recycled tire and manufactured by 
TredWear: A Tire to Attire near 
Saskatoon. Topola and the Prince had 
a good chuckle as Prince Charles 
shared his views that the belt was very 
practical with its stretchy consistency: 
it would come in handy as his middle 
expanded with age. 


With the official tour completed, 
Prince Charles greeted and chatted 
with many of the guests who had 
waited several hours for the opportu- 
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The Power of People: Building Stronger Communities 
A Community Economic Development Workbook 


Knowledge Network, Open learning Agency, 2001 


This guide is designed to be a hands-on tool for any community in the 
process of change. It provides references to practical tools and ideas in the 
form of checklists, worksheets and examples. The guide is complemented 
by a four-part video series entitled The Power of People. This series exam- 
ines the social and economic pressures that affect communities throughout 
BC, and illustrates how individuals can work together to turn uncertainty 
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Urban Consumption of Agricultural Land 
Rural and Small Town Canada Analysis 
Bulletin, vol. 3, no. 2 (September 2001) 
by Nancy Hofmann, Statistics Canada 


The purpose of this paper is to explore the amount of dependable agricul- 
tural land that has been lost to urbanisation. It provides data on the recent 
expansion of cities and towns, the reasons for this increase and the effects 
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The New National Dream: Networking the Nation for Broadband Access 
Report of the National Broadband Task Force, 2001 


This report presents the findings and recommendations of the National 
Broadband Task Force. The mandate of the Task Force was to map out a 
strategy for achieving the Government of Canada's goal of ensuring that 
broadband services are available to businesses and residents in every 
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nity. He made a point of shaking hands 
with each of the Prairie Rubber plant 
operators, thanked Topola and consid- 
ered his request to visit the plant once 
again once the equipment was fully 
operational. The Prince exited through 
the back door in the midst of thun- 
dering applause. 


“Did I tell you I met a Prince today?” 
Topola asked the crowd as another 
roar went up. Spirits were high and 
remained so for weeks as the story was 
told over and over to many interested 
parties. = 
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Rural and remote events calendar 


JANUARY 18 - 20, 2002 
Banff, Alberta 


18th Annual Emergency Medical for Rural Hospitals 


Contact: (403) 220-4249 


FEBRUARY 5, 2002 

Calgary, Alberta 

The National Aboriginal Achievement Foundation 
Contact: 1 800 329-9780 


FEBRUARY 7 - 9, 2002 

Ottawa, Ontario 

2nd Annual Sustainable Communities Conference 
and Trade Show 

Contact: (613) 241-5221 


APRIL 28 - 30, 2002 

Merritt, British Columbia 

The Economic Development Association of British Columbia’s 
Annual General Meeting and Conference 

Contact: (604) 943-9900 


MAY 2 - 4, 2002 

Port Alberni, British Columbia 

10th Annual Conference of Coastal Communities 
Contact: (250) 383-1923 


MAY 9 - 11, 2002 

New Liskeard, Ontario 
Conference 2002: Federation of Northern Ontario 
Municipalities (FONOM) Conference 


Contact: (705) 669-0135 
APRIL 25 - 28, 2002 


Kelowna, British Columbia 

Tenth Annual Rural/Remote Medicine Conference: 
Wilderness Medicine 

Contact: (819) 647-3971 


Banff 
Merritte ° ® Calgary 
8 


Port Alberni® = Kelowna | New Liskeard @ © Ottawa 


If you have an event you would like listed in The Rural Times, 
contact the Canadian Rural Information Service (CRIS). 
Call toll-free: I 888 757-8725 Fax: I 800 884-9899 E-mail: cris@em.agr.ca 


EDITORIAL STAFF If you have a story idea, Letter to the The Rural Times is a national quarterly publica- 
Editor. or would like to receive a copy of tion provided to rural and remote citizens by the 
‘ Py Rural Secretariat. 
the newsletter, contact The Rural Times: 


Newsletter Coordinator/Managing Editor 
Brent Kerrigan (613) 759-7940 
Fax: (613) 759-7031 930 Carling Avenue Partnership Internet site at 


The Rural Times is distributed nationally in paper 
Rm E-139, Sir John Carling Building form, and is also available on the Canadian Rural 


: www.rural.gc.ca. The Rural 
Ottawa, Ontario KIA OCS Times is available in alter- 


ake native format by contacting 
re Call toll free: 1 888 781-2222 peice Ae 


E-mail: kerriganb @em.agr.ca 


Fax: 1 800 884-9899 shown above. 
E-mail: ruraltimes@em.agr.ca 
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